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Course Description:  This course helps participants establish positive associations with families, including building trusting and supportive relationships. Children thrive when family members and program staff collaborate in the process of educating and caring for young children.  Course work includes strategies for communicating with parents and creating an environment that welcomes families. Resources and suggestions for including children’s families and culture are discussed and shared.
Course Objectives: This course is designed to assist participants in:

· Establishing and maintaining an open, friendly and cooperative relationship with each child’s family.
· Supporting each child’s relationship with his/her family. 
· Encouraging family involvement in the program.
· Negotiating with families to resolve differences over goals and/or strategies to reach them
Student Learning Outcomes:   The participants will be able to: 

· State the components of an open, friendly relationship with each childs’ family
· Support each child’s relationship with his/her family

· Encourage family involvement in the program

· Negotiate with families to resolve differences over goals and/or strategies to reach them.

Length of Course:

10 hours
Prerequisite:


None

Grading Method:

Letter Grade (A-F) 




Required Text:

Reading Packet: School & Family Issues
Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

TOPIC OUTLINE:
· Parents as First & Best Teachers
· Children Thrive – Family & Program Collaboration

· Role of Teacher and Role of Parent

· Family Involvement in Program

· Resolving Differences by Negotiation

